FOUNDATIONS OF BRITISH PATRIOTISM
concentration of land forces made things too hot for them.
The time would come when they would be able to stand
their ground and defy any concentration.
The process of adding to the mixture of English stocks
by relays of invaders from overseas was one that could
only be continued so long as the British seas provided
free passage. Once a sea power was established strong
enough to forbid this,'John Bull would be master of his
own insularity. It is thus that the episode of the Viking,
including the Viking-Norman, invasions represents the
last of those arrivals in arms that had been chronic from
time immemorial.
What effects are we to ascribe to this latest infusion of
new blood into English veins ? To look at it from the
standpoint of the old British, or Celtic, civilization, we
might say that the Dane was the Saxon over again, with
his few redeeming features cut out. The brooding
reflectiveness, the rather sleepy good-nature of the Saxon
temperament, had no counterpart beneath a winged hat.
The Viking was a ruthless and uncompromising realist,
of an almost unbelievable energy. He was out frankly
for the main chance, and he stuck at nothing in his
pursuit of it. Though a fearless and formidable fighter,
fighting was with him no affair of romantic honour, but
a practical short cut to an equally practical end. He
was fundamentally a trader, but it was, with him, entirely
a matter of calculation whether he could secure the
bigger returns by force or by bargaining. Fighter though
he was, he went on the principle that the worst injury
could be compounded, or the bitterest vendetta closed,
for cash down. A good lie or piece of treachery might be
a paying proposition, but not the sort of lie that deceives
oneself. What makes the Viking the greatest of all story-
tellers is the way he goes for the naked and unvarnished
truth. In the sagas, it is recorded how one of a number
of prisoners lined up for beheading thought the oppor-
tunity a good one for ascertaining whether consciousness
could survive it long enough for him to stick the pin he
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